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STATEMENT ON THE AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PROSPECTS IN THE SAHEL AND IN 
WEST AFRICA  

 
 

Average harvests expected in the Sahel and in West Africa 
 
 
The 2011/2012 agro-pastoral season in the Sahel and in West Africa is drawing to an end. It is 
characterized by erratic rainfall onset, which came early in some areas and late in other areas, and this 
was followed by localized dry spells, stretching up to the 1st dekad of August. The return of normal 
rainfall as from the 10th of August enabled the definitive start of the growing season. The zones most 
affected by rainfall irregularities are: Western Mali; Eastern and Northern Senegal; Southern 
Mauritania; Western Niger; the Sahelian zone of Chad; and Northern Nigeria. In these areas, sowing 
activities have been delayed for over one month.  
 
However, favourable growing conditions have been observed in the central regions of Niger (Maradi, 
north of Zinder and centre of Tahoua) and in the regions of Gao, Mopti, Timbuctu, centre of Ségou and 
south of Koulikoro in Mali. If this trend continues, a good harvest would be expected in these regions. 
 
On the whole, most crops are now at the stages ranging from elongation to heading, and in some 
cases, harvesting of green crops has already started. The phytosanitary situation is relatively calm but 
crop pests (locusts, grasshoppers, caterpillars, stem borers, etc.) have been reported in different 
countries. These attacks have been contained but vigilance and monitoring must be maintained 
especially in the desert locust breeding areas. Pastures are relatively good and the animal disease 
situation is calm, although isolated cases of swine fever have been reported. 
 
In terms of hydrology, the water flow analysis shows that cumulative water supplies by the end of 
August reflects a shortfall for the major part of the stations monitored, with the exception of Niamey 
which records a surplus cumulative water volume. In the event of early cessation of rains, the risk of 
severe low water flow is real. 
 
Levels of market supplies are normal in general, despite the hunger season and the difficult onset of 
the rainy season. Localized tensions on prices, between June and July 2011, resulting from the difficult 
onset of the rainy season have gradually faded with the resumption of rains. With relatively large 
cereal supplies following the record production of 2010/2011, the impact of higher world prices for 
agricultural products has been relatively limited in West Africa even if the prices remain high when 
compared to the normal seasonal levels. Cereal prices could continue to drop up to December 2011 
unless the growing season is threatened with an early cessation of rains.  
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However, the increase in rice price on the world market will have negative impacts on rice import 
levels and probably on prices in West Africa. This could make it difficult for the poorest households to 
access food. 
 
In the light of the progress of the growing season, cereal production trends for all countries in the 
Sahel and West Africa region would be between 43 and 52 million tonnes. For the CILSS countries, 
production figures would be in the range of 15 to 17 million tonnes whilst those for UEMOA would be 
between 16 and 17 million tonnes and those for ECOWAS countries between 41 and 50 million 
tonnes. 

 
Recommendations 
 
Considering the foregoing, recommendation is made: 

 
 To the countries: 

 

 To take necessary steps to ensure smooth conduct of the joint assessment missions of the 
agro-pastoral season; 

 To reduce interventions on the functioning of the markets and cross-border trade flows;  

 To keep watch on the cereal and livestock markets in order to detect early warning signs of 
market dysfunctions. 

 To monitor the situation of populations displaced by the socio-political crises. 

 
 To the regional information and early warning systems (CILSS/FAO/FEWS NET): 

 
 To ensure close monitoring of areas clearly identified as production risk areas and in short of 

fodder supplies; 

 To strengthen the capacity of state structures in data collection and analysis; 

 To strengthen food and nutritional situation monitoring,   

 To maintain surveillance on the desert locust. 
 

This statement is the outcome of the regional consultation on agriculture and food prospects in the 
Sahel and in West Africa that was held in Banjul (The Gambia) from 14 to 16 September, 2011. The 
consultation brought together: delegates from the CILSS, ECOWAS and UEMOA member countries; 
regional and international food security information systems (CILSS/AGRHYMET, FAO/GIEWS, FEWS 
NET); humanitarian actors (WFP, ECHO, FFP/USAID, OCHA, OXFAM); and technical and financial 
partners (CIDA, BCEAO, European Union). 
 

Done in Banjul (The Gambia), on 16 September 2011 
 
 

                                                               The Meeting 
 


